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In some cases the following generations continued this process of collecting
family papers which finally resulted in a fine and substantial collection of a pri-
vate archive. The difference between the family archives and another group of
archival records, the so-called bequests, is fluent. The bulk of family archives
differs widely and ranges from one to fifty boxes.

The genesis of the larger family archives in the AVA is quite different. The
basic records go back to the 16th century when by the way of the so-called
feoffment a new concentration of territorial possessions among the nobility
was established. These huge manorial lands therefore requested an extensive
and wellorganized administration. The immense increase of records in the 18th
and 19th centuries bears witness to the expanding administration in all fields of
human life. If one compares the contents of the family archives we will find
simnilar types of records.

1. Charters concerning the legal titles of the family (e.g. marriage contracts,
purchase contracts, last wills etc.)

2. Private family affairs (e.g. birtn-certificates) ]

3. Manorial records (records and registers concerning the administration of
private property)

4. Correspondence

5. Maps and drawings as well as pictorial material.

As different members of the family often held high and highest positions in
the Imperial Government, we may also trace private correspondence as well as
official material and concepts of negotiations and drafts. If a manorial scat was
sold, the papers usually changed hands as well.

If we now concentrate on the family archive of the Counts of Harrach, the
whole archival deposit is subdivided into two sections: the family archive itself,
consisting of different family correspondence, charters, contracts and other
personal papers concerning the members of the family, and secondly the eco-
nomic or manorial archive. The complete Harrach archive amounts to 800
linear meters of storage length. At the end of the I9th century the family archi-
ve was arranged and described for the first time by Ferdinand Mencik, libra-
tian by profession and director of the archives.

At the beginning of the first division we find a chronological series of indivi-
dual charters (approximately 1.000 pieces), which are covering the impressive
period of more than 900 years. The oldest document is a notarial attestation,
which was issued on 9 October 1009 in Correggio: Frogerius and Adalbertus
"donate some piece of land to the church of St. Michael in Correggio (county
Reggio), «ubi dicitur Gurgnete Glandete». The lion’s share of the first division,
however, consists of documents concerning family affairs and the correspon-
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will be stored in stacks, the records will be kept in cardboard boxes,
stored in special boxes. The charters are to be

er and each document should be listed in an

inventory. The purpose of such a list is to make the most comprehensive
calendars, which contain information of the date and place of issue, the digest
of its contents, material and seal. The next step is the arrangement of the
manuscripts, which are already inscribed and can easily be brough into a
scheme of order. The manuscripts have to be separated according to their
maporial origin and secondly according to its contents. Thus, we have to form
groups of manuscripts with all land-registers and all property-registers
(Gewahrbucher), all journals of marriages and estates and all manuscripts
dealing with guardianship and cellaroffice. Within these archival groups we
have to establish chronological series. Manuscripts which cannot be classified
within one group, have to be collected at the end and indexed under the hea-
ding of ‘varia’.

The more substantial bulk of documents, however, contain records which
have not yet been arranged. The economic or manorial records nearly cover all
fields of the administration of properties: economic correspondence, personal
records, accountancy, taxes and tithes, military affairs, church administration,

ef, hospitals, orphanages, buildings, iron-works, linen- and sugar fac-
distilleries, breweries, mills, vineyards, agriculture,
fishing etc. The Harrachs™ estates extend from their
manorial lands in Lower Austria (Prugg/Bruck a. Leitha and Rohrau) to Bohe-
mia (Starkenbach-Branna, Sadowa with the properties in Prim and Libcan,
Strkov, and the glass-factory Neuwelt with the warehouses in Moscow, St.
Petersburg, Vienna, Prague, and Karlsbad). The records have been arranged

similarly to the manuscripts, namely according to the administration of the
manorial possessions. Within the archival groups we have to subdivide them
d following the principle of chronological or-

according to subject matters an
der. The problem is, how many subjects are to be established and how they are
to be described and characterized. We thereby follow the system of the regi-

stries of local institutions. The first three groups consist of the manorial archive
itself. They deal with subject matters which originated from the handling of

magisterial jurisdiction over their subjects.
1. Feudal judgement: land registry, marriage contracts, contract of purchase,

last wills etc.
2. Justice: affairs of district and civil courts, police affairs
3. Politica: demographic aspects (in particular: reception and dismissal of

subjects), agriculture and forestry, hunting and fishing, trade and business,
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buildings and traffic, sanitary matters, taxes, tithes, military obligations, church
and education, poor relief of the subjects.

4. Economic archive: staff, cortespondence, castles and palaces, household

3. Accounting: balances of profit and loss

6. Varia

7. Laws ordinances and decrecs

These seven main groups can be modified according to new subject matters
or new subgroups just as circumstances may make it necessary.
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